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Club members have had some very nice flying 

weather in late August and early September. I had 

finally finished my “winter” building projects you 

see pictured here and they were maidened without 

incidents and I am having fun flying both the Tiger 

60 and the Uproar.  Also, Charlie Koustenis brought 

out his just built 30% Stearman to the field last week 

and gave us all a nice flying demonstration. Great 

looking plane, great looking 180cc Moki Motor, and 

great sounding too!  

 

Congratulations go out to the FARM club members 

that placed very well in the CMB Pattern contest 

during the weekend of September 5th. They are: 

Sportsman class: #1 Les Broaddus, #3 Dave 

Rothbart; Intermediate class: #1 Gerald Hood, #2 

Duane Beck, #4 Ken Bassett; Advanced class: #2 JR 

Varela, #3 Don Manson. 

The club also had our last Fun Fly at the FARM field 
on September 13th.  Ernie Padgett was CD; a picnic 

lunch was served to 17 folks, both flyers and guests. 

From first to last the competition finishing order was   
Gene Flynn, Jessie Bean (Guest), Vince Tabacco, 

Charlie Koustenis, Nic Burhans, Ralph Graul, Dave 

Rothbart, and last but not least yours truly! 

 
It’s time to get those floats, float planes and flying 

boats out of the rafters. Our annual Fall Float fly at 

Lake Ritchie in Bealeton is on Saturday October 3rd, 

just a few weeks way.  Flying is from 9:00am to 4:00 

pm, with a picnic lunch of burgers, hot dogs and brats 

with all the fixings served around 12 noon. Pilot fees 

are $20 which includes lunch; extra lunches for non-

flyers will be available for $5. Some great prizes will 

be available at the raffle and there will also be the 

traditional 50/50.  And please don’t forget to bring 

non-perishable food or monetary donations for the 

Fauquier Community Foodbank. Donators will 

receive a free 50/50 ticket.   

    

The following week end, on Saturday, October 10th, 

The FARM and CMB will be kicking off the 

Culpeper Air Fest by buddy boxing kids from 

9:00am to 10:30am, as well as showing off our hobby 

by setting up a static display of our aircraft. The same 

day, the FARM will be buddy boxing kids at 

Fauquier’s  C.M. Crockett Park as part of Fauquier 

Counties Kids Festival 2015. 

 

On an administrative note, our treasurer, Nic 

Burhans met with Don and Dianne Rhynalds who 

own the FARM landing strip we rent for our RC 

flying. We wanted to update our Agreement after 

some mischief had occurred at our site including with 

some of our equipment. The agreement and rent had 

not been updated or changed since 1997.  The 

Owners agreed to address the mischief, but 

unfortunately they also decided to raise the rent from 



 

 

$2400 to $3000 as they have suffered significant 

increases in taxes since then.  Since we want to still 

fly at that great venue, our Board agreed to the new 

rent realizing it would be difficult with our current 

budget.  The Board will be discussing ways to 

rebalance the budget by possibly increasing event 

fees, or dues.  Also, now our fire extinguisher will be 

locked inside the green box when we are not there, 

you can probably guess why! 

 

That’s it for now, don’t forget to check the At the 

Field info on the web site and come out and fly in the 

nice fall weather. 

 

Bill Towne 
 

 
 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES 
Jeff Killen 

 

Upcoming Events:  

1. Club Meeting, at Warrenton Community 

Center, 7:00 PM, 9/22/2015 

2. Float Fly #2, at Lake Ritchie, all day, 

10/3/2015 

3. Culpepper Airfest, at Culpepper airport, 8 

AM – 3 PM, 10/10/15 

4. Crockett Park Children’s Festival, at Crocket 

Park, 11 AM – 4 PM, 10/10/2015 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Jeff Killen  

 

The August club meeting was held at the field on 

August 25.  There were no visitors present. 

Attendance at the meeting was 5 board members, 

and 5 other members. 

 

Officer Reports 

Duane Beck (President) mentioned that Ed Gerber is 

moving to a new assisted care facility in Manassas. 

 

Bill Towne (Vice President) thanked John Gilbert for 

help with servicing the mowers. 

 

Dave Rothbart (Safety Officer) and Charlie 

Koustenis (Member At Large) were not present.   

 

Jeff Killen (Secretary) had no report. 

 

John Gilbert (Field Marshall) noted that mowing 

operations are going well and thanked all who are 

assisting with this. 

 

Nic Burhans provided the following information 

(Treasurer).   

- We now have $2766 in our bank account.  (We 

are holding our own.)  We need a good float fly 

in October.  It looks like we will end the year 

about $600 lower than at the start of this year.  

- Six flyers are pending check out.  Two have been 

checked out.   

- Shirts and hats are available for sale.   

- When you renew your AMA membership, please 

send a copy to Nic Burhans   

- There is a NOTAM out for the Pope’s visit, 

which begins on 9/22. 

 

Old Business 

Preparations for the upcoming Float Fly were 

discussed.  Food costs are going up; we will need to 

watch this in the future. 

 

New Business 

Buddy box support for Culpepper Air Fest in 

October.  There are also 2 nice banners (FARM and 

CMB) that will be displayed in the static display area.   

 

Show and Tell 

John Hunton – Radian Pro – electric glider with 

flaps and ailerons.  Flys well. 

John Hunton – SYMA X5C drone, with camera.  4 

quads.  Flys 10 minutes.  $50 on Amazon. 

Charlie Koustenis plane (new), (Tell only) – 

Stearman with 4c multi-cylinder engine - beautiful 

 

50/50 Drawing  

Nic Burhans won the 50/50 drawing. 

 



 

 

F1D Indoor Free Flight Duration Team 

Trails 

Don Szczur 
 

What is F1D?  There are many similarities in this 

competition to pattern flying or F3P. High 

performance, low weight airframes. Mylar covered 

wings which are in many instances directly similar to 

F3P. This has attracted us to competing in this event.  

After coming back from Switzerland on the 18th of 

August, we rested for a week then worked hard on 

our understanding of F1D. Joseph and I both learned 

how to form tubular fuselages. This took significant 

trials and errors. We had limited success when we 

tried it in July. We began focused build on Friday 

night 29 August through the weekend to just build 

the fuselage. This was significant. 

 

 
 

Picture 1: Tubular fuselage formed from balsa back 

in July, which we shaved from a block using a simple 

Master Airscrew razor plane. 

 

Joseph applied his F3P building skills to put together 

the wings and stab and rudder, then covered them 

with OS film which is about half the weight as is on 

the F3P plane mylar film. Not a whole lot lighter, but 

very fragile to handle. The prop is built up from 

1/30th square balsa and was incredibly difficult to 

build. We found out the hard way you have to build 

a "jig" to curve the covering to conform to the prop 

shape, otherwise if covering conventionally (with the 

film hanging flat) the prop loses its curve pretty fast. 

We stayed up all night Friday night, the 4th of 

September and got a 5 second test flight in the living 

room. It stayed aloft in the most incredible fashion!!!  

There was not enough room to do any other useful 

test flights. We just wanted to make sure the tube did 

not break under the load of the rubber band. We had 

ordered some .004 boron earlier in the week and it 

came in that same Friday afternoon. Needless to say, 

to be safe we put about 6 of these boron rods all 

around the tube to make sure it did not kink or buckle 

(thus destroying a fuselage as what happened in the 

last one which was built in July). This boron is 

potentially deadly. We were told from Ray, the 

gentleman we ordered it from, that if you take a 

quarter inch length of boron rod and put it between 

your finger and thumb and press together, the boron 

rod disappears- right into your flesh. A trip to the 

hospital is then required to surgically remove it. If 

you use tape (place the rod on top of the tape) and 

then break it, the small segments are stuck to it and 

safely out of the way of getting into a hand (or foot). 

We got to Lakehurst at 10:30 the following morning 

(about a 4 hour drive) and Joseph re- assembled the 

plane. No sleep! 

 

 
 

Picture 2: Lakehurst, NJ flying site.  It housed many 

airships from the Hindenburg era! 

 

It was a very intense contest. There were three rounds 

a day for three days. Best two flights out of the 9 

counted. It’s kind of like pattern from the perspective 

of flight rounds, but intense in that you are constantly 

working on the plane and testing it so there is no time 

to rest during the competition. You see many of the 

competitors going days without eating anything 

during the day more than a nibble snack or an apple. 

Adjustments include slicing the rubber to the right 

thickness to get the best flight time. This involves 

careful measurement of a "quarter motor" (rubber 

band at 1/4 the full length) or "half motor" (1/2 the 



 

 

size, or .2 grams, rather than the maximum of .4 gram 

rubber band). Joseph's plane weighted in at about 1.9 

grams, a full half gram over the "minimum" limit. 

Imaging flying an 18 Kg pattern plane! Not very 

competitive weight!  Still, it flew majestically and we 

learned a lot from this new and intensely competitive 

aspect of aeromodelling.  

 

 
 

We wanted to say "THANK YOU" to Joshua and 

Hope Finn for helping us this past weekend. We 

would not have made it through without Josh and his 

wife’s help, coaching and tons of advice with setting 

up and trimming these planes. We watched endlessly 

as Josh adjusted his plane to get it to fly right on the 

edge of stability, but with the most lift efficiency. We 

learned much from watching him work on his planes 

and Joseph applied what he learned on his F1D plane. 

We also want to give a special shout out to Brett 

Sanborn, who was kind enough to allow Joseph to fly 

with him when Joseph was preparing for the F3P 

world championships last winter. 
 

Here is a Flite Test video on F1D featuring Josh and 

his wife.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0y22mV2smkA 

 

The highlight of the weekend was when Joseph broke 

the 11 minute mark on one of his official flights !!! 

We were so excited at this achievement. There is 

much work left to do. The winners this weekend were 

averaging over 30 minute flights with a rubber band 

the size of that which holds a small mailer together 

(i.e., rubber motors that weighed less than a half 

gram).  Joseph also enjoyed flying his F3P plane 

prior to the contest start each morning and discussing 

some of the finer points of mastering F1D 

craftsmanship with the current F1D World 

Champion, Kang Lee. 

 

 
 

Picture 4: Joseph showing Kang Lee (current F1D 

World Champion) his F3P RC indoor pattern plane. 

A lot of similarities to F1D with its mylar film and 

graceful flights! 

 

The current Junior World Champion (Evan Guyett) 

declared his return to the next worlds as an individual 

(rather than association with the U.S., a choice he 

made to open up an additional Junior team member 

slot).  This was a very special weekend and qualified 

Joseph to be part of the U.S. 2016 Junior F1D Team 

heading to Romania next Spring!   

 

 
 

Picture 5: Meet the new U.S. Junior F1D Team (left 

to right) Evan (current Junior World Champion), 

Wyatt, David and Joseph 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0y22mV2smkA


 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

John Hunton shows us his SYMA X5C drone, 

with camera (Dave Durica photos) 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Some of the guys at the August club meeting. 

FARM OFFICERS for 2015 
President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Duane Beck 540-341-8458 

Vice President  . . . . . . . . . Bill Towne 540-428-1053 

Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Killen 703-369-0807 

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nic Burhans 540-349-2733 

Field Marshall  . . . . . . . . . John Gilbert 540-428-2789 

Safety Officer  . . . . . . . . . Dave Rothbart 703-327-0476  

Member at Large. . . . . . .  Charlie Koustenis 703-378-6214 

 

FARM Newsletter Staff 
 

Editor Jeff Killen 

 

Printer: UPS Store 

Manassas, VA 

 

The FARM Newsletter is published monthly by the Fauquier Aero Recreation Modelers, AMA charter #1654.  It is 

mailed to FARM members and to other clubs on an exchange basis.  Articles related to all types of aviation are 

welcome.  Opinions expressed in the newsletter are those of the individual author and do not necessarily reflect 

those of FARM Inc.  Publishing deadline is the 2nd Tuesday of the month.  Please mail all input to: 

 

Jeff Killen     

10297 Woodmont Ct.  E-Mail: jeffkillen@verizon.net    

Manassas, VA 20110-6164 

703-369-0807   Our web site is: http://www.farmclubrc.com 
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